
Women's Rights Activism in the Early 1900s

00:00 - 02:35

https://youtu.be/Tv6CUeMbY1Y

1 What were the working conditions like for women in cloth factories in the early 1900s?

2 How did trade unions work to protect the rights of women factory workers during that

time?

3 Who proposed the idea of uniting women worldwide for their rights on a speci�c day each

year?

4 What rights did women gain over time as a result of their activism?

5 Why did the Women's National Committee call for a day each year dedicated to women?

6 How did women in the USA contribute to the �ght for the right to vote?

7 Why did Clara Zetkin suggest that women should unite for their rights on a speci�c day

each year?

Answer the Questions!

Women's Day originated in the early 1900s during a time of _______________(1)

Prior to this, women mainly worked at home caring for their families or _______________(2)

In the 1900s, women started entering paid work, primarily in cloth factories where they faced

_______________(3)

Can You Fill in the Gaps?

1

2

https://youtu.be/Tv6CUeMbY1Y
https://twee.com/


Trade unions were developing to protect workers' rights, including women who joined protests

for _______________(4)

Women's National Committee was formed to advocate for a day dedicated to women, leading

to the �rst Women's Day in _______________(5)

International Women's Day became popular in _______________(6), with Clara Zetkin

proposing a united day for women's rights _______________(7)

Over time, women have gained various rights, including the right to vote, making Women's Day

an o�cial holiday in many countries where women may receive gifts like _______________(8).

00:00 - 02:35

https://youtu.be/Tv6CUeMbY1Y

1 In the video, the history and signi�cance of International Women's Day are discussed,

tracing back to the early 1900s. It highlights the struggles faced by women in entering

paid work and the poor working conditions they endured in factories. The formation of

trade unions and women's protests for better rights are also mentioned. International

Women's Day has evolved into a global celebration, recognising the achievements and

rights gained by women over time.

2 In the video, the importance of men's role in celebrating International Women's Day is

explored, emphasising the tradition of giving small presents to women. It discusses how

di�erent countries have unique ways of observing the day, such as making it an o�cial

holiday or exchanging gifts. The video also touches on the cultural signi�cance of the

holiday, showcasing how it has become a global phenomenon celebrated in various ways

around the world.

3 In the video, it is implied that International Women's Day originated as a response to

women's desire for a day o� work. The focus is on the celebrations and gifts exchanged

during this day, rather than the historical context and signi�cance. The video subtly

suggests that women's rights were easily granted without much struggle or activism. It

ends by highlighting the commercial aspect of the holiday, focusing on the exchange of

gifts like �owers and chocolate.

Pick the Right Summary!
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Answer the Questions!
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1 Women's Day was established in the 1800s.

2 Women in the early 1900s mainly worked in factories.

3 Trade unions were not involved in advocating for workers' rights in the early 1900s.

4 Clara Zetkin was a key �gure in the �ght for women's right to vote.

5 International Women's Day is celebrated on March 8th.

6 Women have only gained the right to vote through International Women's Day.

7 Women's Day is not recognised as an o�cial holiday in any country.

8 In China, women receive small presents like �owers or chocolate on Women's Day.

9 Women's Day celebrations �rst began in Albania.

10 Men are not involved in the celebrations of Women's Day.

https://twee.com/


1 Correct Answers:

1 The working conditions for women in cloth factories were very poor, with low pay and

unsafe environments.

2 Trade unions worked to protect the rights of women factory workers by advocating for

better working conditions and fair pay.

3 Clara Zetkin proposed the idea of uniting women worldwide for their rights on a

speci�c day each year.

4 Over time, women gained the right to vote and many other rights through their

activism.

5 The Women's National Committee called for a day each year dedicated to women to

protest the poor treatment of women factory workers.

6 Women in the USA contributed to the �ght for the right to vote through activism and

protests.

7 Clara Zetkin suggested that women should unite for their rights on a speci�c day

each year to raise awareness and advocate for change.

2 Correct Answers:

1 social crisis in Europe and the United States 2 helping on family farms

3 low pay and poor working conditions 4 better treatment 5 1909

6 1910 7 globally 8 �owers or chocolate

3 Correct answer:

1

4 Correct Answers:

1 False - - Women's Day began in the early 1900s, not the 1800s.

2 True

3 False - - Trade unions were developing at that time to protect workers' rights.

4 True

5 True

6 False - - Women have gained many rights through the e�orts of International

Women's Day, not just the right to vote.

7 False - - Women's Day is an o�cial holiday in many countries.
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8 True

9 False - - Women's Day celebrations did not begin in Albania.

10 False - - Men may give women small presents like �owers or chocolate on Women's

Day.
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